MINUTES

Joint Industry Product Enhancement committee

2005 Cattle Industry Summer Conference, Denver, Colorado
Friday, July 29, 2005
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Call to Order

Chairman Mike Engler called the meeting of the Joint Product Enhancement Committee to order at 8:00 a.m.  Chairman Engler welcomed committee members and guests to the 2005 Beef Industry Summer Conference and meeting.
The meeting agenda and minutes from the 2005 Beef Industry Annual Convention were reviewed and approved by the committee.  Approved
New Strategy and Long Range Plan overview
Bucky Gwartney briefly reviewed the new structure for strategy teams.  A new Product strategy has been developed which includes many of the old strategies.  This is the strategy that most PE programs will fall under.  The committee was also updated on the development of the new long range plan working group.  The LRP group has met twice.  The objective of the working group will be to create a new long range plan for the beef industry and will be presented at the 2006 annual convention.  

Presentation of Draft Authorization Requests from Industry Organizations

Chairman Engler called for presentations of Authorization Requests (AR) from Industry Organizations.  There were no presentations.

Presentation of the Product Enhancement Draft Authorization Request FY 2005
Bucky Gwartney presented the 2005 Product Enhancement Draft Authorization Request.  

The AR is designed to address research areas by strategy and tactics.  The following tactics were presented:

Tactic 1A - short-term muscles or muscles that require minor upgrading to insure product consistency from the chuck and the round with a greater focus on the later. These muscles should be readily marketable in the foodservice and retail channels in a short time frame.

Tactic 2A - NBIAP II program and is a continuation from the 2004 budget.  This tactic will develop and evaluate instrumentation methods and equipment designed to predict tenderness.  
Tactic 2B includes support for sequencing the bovine genome and the evaluation/investigation into new genetic technologies.  
Tactic 2C is long-term muscle applications.  This tactic addresses research applications for muscles that are primarily from the chuck and round (fed and market cows) that are difficult to access during fabrication and/or that need extensive work to ensure optimum performance.  
The dissemination tactic is designed to establish the checkoff and NCBA as resources for all industry segments to catalyze growth opportunities create positive change, and protect the business climate for beef.  This annual reports, fact sheets, executive summaries, etc. as well as program sponsorship, research roll-out meetings related to the Product Enhancement program.
Research Updates

Dr. Keith Belk, from Colorado State University, gave an overview of the checkoff funded research that evaluated aging indexes for individual muscles.  This information will be reviewed and summarized over the next several months and released to the industry.  Drs. Koohmaraie and Morgan gave presentations on near infrared (NIR) research.  The NIR shows great promise for predicting beef tenderness in an on-line situation with no product destruction.
Dr. Steve Kappes, from USDA-ARS, gave an update on the Bovine Genome Sequencing Project and spoke on the upcoming phases and value-added portions of the genome effort.  Dr. Benyshek updated the group on carcass merit intellectual property discussions.
New Business/Old Business
No new or old business.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

Respectfully
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