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Joint Information Committee

2005 Cattle Industry Summer Conference

Adam’s Mark Hotel ~ Denver, CO

Friday, July 29, 2005
Dave Bateman, Chairman

Gary Sharp, Vice Chairman

1. Call to order

Vice-chairman Gary Sharp called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm in the Director’s Row I Room of the Adams Mark Hotel in Denver, CO. He explained that Chairman Dave Bateman was unable to attend the meeting and sent his regrets.
· Vice-chairman Sharp presided over introductions of committee members, guests and staff and thanked the staff for their work during difficult times. 

· Vice-chairman Sharp provided an overview of the meeting and emphasized the primary committee business was to review and approve the reports from the Information Committee’s three subcommittees: Issues Management Pubic Relations and Youth Education & Information.

· Vice-chairman Sharp asked Information Committee staff liaison Rick McCarty to introduce the speaker for the meeting. McCarty introduced Jay Byrne, president of V-Fluence Interactive Public Relations who made a presentation about how blogs on the internet are changing communications and how activist groups are becoming increasingly powerful forces that are affecting agriculture and the beef industry. A question and answer session with Jay Byrne was delayed until the end of the meeting.
2. Approvals
· Vice-chairman Sharp called for approval of the minutes from the January 2005 Cattle Industry Annual Conference. A motion was made by Charles Miller and seconded by Sam Payne to approve the minutes as presented and the minutes were approved.
· Vice-chairman Sharp called for approval of the meeting agenda. A motion was made by James Rhein and seconded by Daryl Owen to approve the meeting agenda as presented and the meeting agenda was approved.
3. Policy Business

Vice-chairman Sharp asked if there was any policy business to come before the committee. There was none.

4. Subcommittee reports and approval

Vice-chairman Sharp called for reports from the subcommittees and noted that following each subcommittee report he would open the floor for questions and discussion. Following questions and discussion the subcommittee chair will move for Information Committee approval of the report.

· Joint Issues Management Subcommittee: Chairman Laurie Lickley reported on the subcommittee meeting. 
The Issues Management Subcommittee reviewed its priorities for Issues Management, and specifically discussed the importance of being prepared for an intentional introduction of FMD. 

Staff then presented authorization requests for 2006 program funding. The ARs presented were:

· Issues Management totaling $819,000, which includes issues response, issue analysis and information, beef issues tracking, food safety events issues management and $100,000 for veal issues management. 
· Issues Management Market Research totaling $246,000, which provides for the beef safety research (quarterly food safety tracking, BSE tracking, emerging safety issues) consumer issues research including the annual survey and emerging issues research, and consumer nutrition issues research. 
· Crisis Reserve which provides funding up to $2 million for responding to a crisis situation. 
The Issues Management Subcommittee recommended funding these three ARs as presented to the Subcommittee members. 

The Subcommittee members discussed the importance of FMD preparedness and requested that staff prepare an Attachment A to the Issues Management AR that would cover FMD crisis planning work. The committee consensus was this work would total approximately $100,000.   

Motion made by Laurie Lickley to accept the Joint Issues Management Subcommittee report, seconded by Jon Steinbeisser, motion passed.
_________________________________________

Joint Public Relations Subcommittee: 
The Public Relations Subcommittee reviewed program priorities listed on Pg. 96 in the Public Opinion and Issues Management committee notebook.

The following groups then presented authorization requests:

· ANCW presented an authorization request for the National Beef Ambassador Program, totaling $83,000. This AR will select youth across the U.S. to become National Beef Ambassadors. The subcommittee recommends the ANCW AR for the National Beef Ambassador Program.

· NCBA presented proposed FY06 Policy Communications budget totaling $75,000 to handle media outreach, coalition programs, professional memberships, issues updates, sponsorships, and travel. The policy subcommittee members recommended the proposed budget.

· The Meat Importers Council of America presented an authorization request for Northeast and Northern Virginia Public Relations, totaling $230,400, with funding of 150,400 from northeast state beef councils. This AR addresses nutrition consumer pr programs in the northeast region to be implemented by State Beef Councils, in coordination with the national objectives, to extend the reach of nutrition programs in this region. The subcommittee would like to see more unified programs like this where state beef councils don’t have representation. The subcommittee recommends the MICA AR for Northeast and Northern Virginia Public Relations.

· NCBA presented an authorization request for nutrition market research, totaling $675,000. The subcommittee specifically approved $325,000 in public relations funding for tactic 1 which involves conducting market research to assess consumer and influencer attitudes about lean beef’s nutritional value and healthfulness, specifically relative to chicken and lean beef nutrient/health claims. The subcommittee recommends the NCBA AR for nutrition market research.

· NCBA presented an authorization request for Consumer Information, totaling $2,920,000. This AR is the beef industry pr plan for fiscal year 2006, which addresses producer priorities of safety, nutrition, and consumer friendly beef. The subcommittee recommends the NCBA AR for Consumer Information.

· NCBA also presented Attachment A Product Public Relations totaling $250,000. This AR would reinstate beef’s presence on television by creating a sponsorship with PBS TV cooking shows. The subcommittee recommends the Attachment A Product Public Relations.

· And finally, NCBA presented Attachment A Nutrition Public Relations totaling $200,000. This AR would enhance and extend the launch of the Healthy Beef Cookbook. The subcommittee recommends the Attachment A Nutrition Public Relations.

Motion made by Sam Payne to accept the Joint Public Relations Subcommittee report, seconded by Daryl Owen, motion passed.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________

Joint Youth Education & Information Subcommittee: Chairman James Rhein reported on the subcommittee meeting. 
After discussions, the subcommittee approved two Authorization Requests.  
The subcommittee approved the Youth Education and Information AR totaling $450,000 for three tactics:
· To evaluate the current school environment to determine the best opportunities for programs or activities that would affect children’s behavior or the gatekeeper/child dynamic as it relates to beef.

· To continue distributing current youth education programs 

· To respond to media or activist activity targeting youth with accurate messages about beef, including utilization of third party experts, if necessary.

The subcommittee approved the Nutrition Market Research AR totaling $675,000 to conduct market research to provide insight into consumer/influencer attitudes and behaviors to help create the most effective nutrition programs to positively impact beef demand. The subcommittee specifically approved $350,000 in youth education & information funding for tactic 2 to be used for school environment market research to conduct a thorough assessment of the school environment K-12 from both a nutrition education and foodservice standpoint.

The subcommittee also approved an Attachment A for up to $150,000 to produce and distribute, through beef industry affiliates, a tool kit summarizing the School Wellness Policy requirements, effective the beginning of the 2006-2007 school year, with tips on how to participate in the local development process.

Motion made by James Rhein to accept the Joint Youth Education and Information report, seconded by Wade Zimmerman, motion passed.  
5. Other business

Vice-chairman Sharp asked if there was any other business to come before the committee. There was none.
6. Q&A

A question and answer session with guest speaker Jay Bynre was conducted.
7. Adjourn

Vice-chairman Sharp asked if there was any other business to come before the Joint Information Committee. There being no further business a motion was made by Laurie Lickley to adjourn, seconded by Austin Brown and the meeting was adjourned at 4 pm.

